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Our organizstons = the Communications Workers of Americs; International Uniog of
Electronic, Elecrrical, Salazed, Machine and Furinire Wotkers; and the AFL-CIO Deparunear for
Professio:1al Employees — respectfully file the following comments in response o the
Commission’s the Notice of Proposed Rulemaking (“INPRM™) released March 8, 2000 in the above

capuoned proceeding

The NPRM’s questions couceraing the digitml televizioa (DTV) cansmisson sundard follow
the FCC'’s rejection of the pettion filed by Sinclair Brosdcasung which sought to modify the
existgg transmission sundard to include the foreiga-developed COFDM modulation system.

We believe any delays in instruring the decided upon digital 8-VSB standard would be both
counterproductive and costly. After your Commission carefully selected the digital standard moze
than three years ago, our industes began the process of staking our furures on 8-VSB.
Backmacking now would be geither wise nor prudent.

Even the recenc limited debate about DTV bas setved to slow the achievemeat of our
collective gonl Uncertainty fostered by Sinclair aad ceruin other brosdcasters has slowed the digital
wansidon. Fear of the possibility of 2 change i the standard has slowed DTV sales as well as the

producticn of digital programming being produced for viewers.

It is important to note that the wansiton is already well underway. Neaxdy cwo-thirds of
American viewers can now receive the 8-VSB signal, programming is incressing and sales of DIV
ead DTV receivers are growing rapidly. Bur these gains axe less than whar they should be ar chis
junctuze i3 the wansition The collective hesitation at this critical moment is tetarding the digiral
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Qur unions represeat thousands of workers who are and will be affected by issues
surrounding digital wlevision. Our membexrs include men and women who are employed by local
stauons, the networks, Hollywood studios, professional sparts and consumer electronics :
magufactarers. Their furure well being is inextricably linked w the success of digital television. Aay
interruption, delsy or rearmangement by the FCC in the cuzrent transmission standard will adversely
atfect the lives of our members.

Objecave, comprehensive and wellconceived field tests conducted by CBS and others bave
vielded favorable test results, which overwhelmingly eadorse 8-VSB. Resulss show that 8-VSB
already ourperfonns the exsting snalog signal and exceeds the range of COFDM tansminers. Io
addigog, it is our convendon that the OET study conducrad at the behest of the FCC in Octobex of
1999 confizms that 8-VSB 1s the superior approsch ro modulation. The motvatons of Sindlair sad
its allies who advocate modifying the standard w include COFDM have been and conunue to be
suspect, based upon shifting business models which have more 1o do with e-commerce than with
meeting their obligaions to deliver high-definidon relevision 10 American viewers.

As organizatons whose working members depend on the success of the wlevision industry,
we respectfully draw your attention once mote o the Commission’s own considered judgment in
adopnng 8-VSB in the first place. Afrer an exhaustve process that took years and thousands of
volunteers to complete, the Commission chose the actual modulation, fully awate of the muldpeth
issues. The decision was ntended to easuze the fullest replicadon possible of current analog signals

throughout the counny.

We urge the Commission o smy the course 2nd not allow the waters w be muddied by
those who would forsake the goal of iruplementing digital television for personsl gain. Moreoves,
we call on the Commission 1o encourage further improvemens of 8-VSB receivers, while rejecdng
any future attempts 1o undermine the current standard or delay its implementation.

Those who have advocated the adoption of COFDM have come up with a vadery of test
resules and demonstrations for the sole purpose of castng doubt on VSB. Their further clamms
about the superionty of COFDM in remms of hypothetical sexvices, such 13 mobile broadcasting are
simply an effort to avoid the eriters which caused 8-VSB 1o be chosea over COFDM in the first
place: replicadon of existing analog coverage. As the Commission well knows, the existing standard
was selected based ou proven pesformsace. COFDM advocates axe merely tying to change the
goal post Lo instill confusion and delay in the implementation of the commission’s decision to
complete the mansition to digiral television.

We scongly oppose the Sinclair petition, and thus we object to any similar effort 0
undermige the xnplementtion of the current ransmission sandard We believe that 8-VSB is a
viable technology for modulation which has espedenced gotcesble improvements and in fact has
yvielded favozable resuls in urban eavironments.

We agree with the assessment in your rejecton of the Sinclair petition that the existng
standard is nor flswed, snd that the current difficuldes will be best addressed through the _
improvement of 8-VSB receivers. The problems of reception associated with 8-VSB are diminishing
rapidly in the 2% and 3* generation receivers utilizing enhauced chip technology. We are confident
that the concerns over recepon issues will decline m imporrance as receives performance contigues
 improve sigaificandy. ,




The FCC mmust surely peakizs tha? w rejecs the current smndazd and to esgbark spen a aew
éas incuding COFDN modulstian weald uke years w gt off the ground. Yadeed given the atenr
and the success of the Tnsitan 10 date, any effort © change the sandsrd would place the entize
induszy in jeopardy, waste yeass of developmens xad igvesument, sad wost Bkely fozce the
cammission and all inzerased pardes 1 ruztall over &om square ang. Pexbaps Sinclaiz Vice
President Nae Osezoff put it bestin » 1996 white paper in whick be said that "muldple standards
would 0ot caly cresw chaos, bur would 40 fpment the madket that 0o szxious busiess could mvest
in the wakng w produce mulriple sundsd recavess into such 3 macker”

1 this tagedy wate W 0cgus, the nation would dsk losing irs vahuhle rechnalogical edge in
video diginl cammusicadens to other counzes. Jtis only thirough the rapid commmerchalimvion of
DTV uolizing the currest modulation stundard chat Assercs will memain it cureent camforable
lead ig chese valuahle technelogies

On behslf of the teus of thousands of owr members who werk in affecred industzies sod
occuparicas s3d the Ovex thzes million viewing consumers that we 1Jso epresent, we urge the FCC
w mainraig iis suppert Qr the cuzent 8-V3B, DTV suadard.

Respestfully submined,
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